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More news on pages 19 and 25 

Wilts & Dorset and Stagecoach
have signed a Quality Bus
Partnership agreement with
Wiltshire County Council and
Hampshire County Council. 

It aims to improve bus services
in Wiltshire and Hampshire by
listing the overall objectives of the
partners who operate routes 7, 8
and 9, serving Salisbury-
Amesbury-Tidworth-Andover.
These include: encouraging more
people to use buses instead of
cars; encouraging more
investment of resources in the
route by all the partners; and
supporting economic activity

through sustainable transport.
Other objectives include investi-
gating how new technology could
be used to improve services;
improving access to transport for
people without the use of a car;
improving the quality of life along
the route; and recognising the
requirements of military personnel
and their families. 

The agreement also lists a
number of partnership schemes
with target dates, including the
building of new bus shelters,
improvements to bus stops, and
better timetable and ticket
information for passengers. 

Wilts-Hants Quality Partnership 

Friday 28 January was the last day
of AEC Routemaster operation on
London Buses' route 36 from
Queens Park Station to New
Cross. As has become the custom
for such events, a variety of
unusual buses were rostered to
mark the occasion, including the

original RM1. In addition to
London Central's retiring RMs,
celebrity vehicles were provided by
Blue Triangle, Imperial,
Stagecoach and First among
others, with Ensignbus sending
three buses, among them two
RTs. Of these, one of only two

surviving examples with roof box
bodies by Cravens of Sheffield,
was crewed by Ross, Steve and
Peter Newman. The 1949 bus had
received a new COIF and test the
day before and (I am told) was the
first of its type to see frontline
service in London since 1954. 

An irony was that the
buses replacing the
Routemasters were Volvo
B7TLs, with Plaxton/
Transbus/ADL President
bodywork, built at the
Wigan plant that closed
its doors for the last time
on the same day. These
were among the last
Presidents to be manu-
factured, and as the day
progressed, more of
them joined the remaining
Routemasters on the
service. 

For those who like to mark the
steps toward the long overdue
disappearance of the RM in
everyday use, the next last day will
be in April when new Arriva double
deckers will enable route 19 to join
the 21st Century. Including the 19
there are now just six RM routes.

Last day of RMs on Route 36

Ensignbus’ Craven RT alongside their regular
version at Queens Park on the last day of
crew and Routemaster operation on the 36.

Additional vehicle donations in
support of the Asia Bus Response
appeal continue to be made, as
the initiative nears its target of 100
vehicles. Among those
announcing their involvement in
the last few days have been East
Yorkshire MS, who will be
donating two, possibly three
buses and Blazefield subsidiary
Keighley & District, who will be

donating two Alexander bodied
Volvo B6 single deckers.

If you would like to donate a
bus that will give several years of
use, contact Mitch de Faria at Asia
Bus Response on 01664 561711;
email info@asiabusresponse.co.uk 

For more details see the
www.asiabusresponse.co.uk
website.

Asia Bus Response update

Following 18 months of negotia-
tions, Volvo's biggest bus order
ever has been jointly placed by
three operators in the Chilean
capital, Santiago. It calls for 1,667
buses comprising 1,157 B9S ALF
articulated 18.5m low floor
chassis, built at Volvo's Curitiba
plant in Brazil and 510 B7RLEs
that will be manufactured at Boras
in Sweden. The bodies will be
manufactured by three different
Brazilian companies, namely
Marcopolo, Induscar/Caio and
Busscar. Deliveries will commence
June this year and be completed
by February 2006. Those for the

artics will have four double doors
and carry 160 passengers.

Santiago is currently involved in
a massive modernisaton project
under which the number of
operators is being reduced from
3,500 to only 15 consortia of
smaller operators. The three
operators behind the order are,
Subus Chile, Express de Santiago
Uno and Inversiones Alsacia. They
will use the buses on Santiago's
new public transportation system;
a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system
with dedicated bus lanes. Similar
schemes operate in Curitiba and
the Colombian city of Bogota.

1,667 Volvos for Santiago

Wilts & Dorset have announced a
number of management
promotions and new appoint-
ments. Ian Shutler, who started
with the company 30 years ago as
a bus conductor, has been
appointed Manager of the

company's Ringwood depot that
comprises of 47 drivers and a fleet
of 23 vehicles. Murray Goosen has
been appointed Depot Manager
for Poole after three years as an
assistant manager with
Stagecoach in Bedford and
previous experience with bus

operations in South Africa and the
Seychelles. He is now responsible
for the fleet of 134 vehicles and
260 drivers. After a nine month
secondment from the Go-Ahead
group, to manage the introduction
of the company's new More

service, Andrew
Garnett has been
appointed Staff
Manager at the
Poole Depot. 

Andrew
Wickham,
Operations Director
of Wilts & Dorset,
says that the
expansion of their
services since Go
Ahead took over

Wilts & Dorset in August 2003 has
resulted in the recruitment of 50
additional drivers and future plans
will require a strong, experienced
management structure to enable
changes to be implemented
efficiently for the benefit of
customers. 

Wilts & Dorset appointments 

Ian Shutler, Murray Goosen and Andrew Garnett.
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